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Executive Summary
Global Youth Connect / AJPRODHO Winter 2010 Human Rights Delegation in Rwanda
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Key Activities of Human Rights Delegation between December 28, 2009 and
January 11, 2010:

e Cross cultural human rights training session for International and Rwandese
human rights activists and students, and awarded certificates of completion

e Site/Observation visits conducted by mixed groups of US and Rwandan
participants:
o The Rwandan National Prosecution Authority where we were briefed on Juvenile Justice Issues as well as
Gender Based Violence Justice issues, and where we had a chance to question and share about best
practices in the USA and Rwanda.
o The Karongi Police Station, invited by the AJPRODHO Legal AID for Vulnerable Youth Facing Criminal
Prosecution, interviewed detainees about legality of their detention and treatment, and helped to
negotiate proper health care for them at a local hospital

The visit to the Police Detention center in Karongi helped AJPRODHO and its mission to protect the rights of youth in Rwanda. The fact that we were a mixed group of
people, from the US and Rwanda, gave us a different kind of power than we normally have in the center. We drew upon the various skills of the participants to quickly
develop a much improved client sheet/questionnaire, which we used to interview the detainees on the second day of the visit. The only thing | can say that would improve
the situation is to have a conference with other local authorities in the community, not just the police chief, after the visit. We can even combine this with informing the
authorities about the other situations we visit and observe in Karongi as well, with other orgs like FACT, CIMS, and COPORWA. Let’s do this in April.

-- AJPRODHO Representative

o The Mubuga Sector village/forest of the “potter” community — where
we observed and collected i nf or mati on f or
advocacy and action related to the dire needs of the village. Visit
conducted with COPORWA — Rwandan Community of Potters
Organization

o Youth clubs, supported by FACT, promoting awareness about gender
based violence through theatre, poetry, and other forms of
community mobilization. Visit

o Single mothers and orphans served by CIMS, who advises them to understand the rights that abandoned
children have to land, should they know who the father is

o Niboye Peace Village, supported by Uy i s e n g a, did¢ussed ahnttze iorphans in the village about
their child headed households, and conditions for disadvantaged youth in Rwanda today

o United States Ambassador to Rwanda and the political officers of the US State Department — engagement
about the US State Department’s approach to hum:

o Genocide Memorials: Kigali Memorial Museum, Nyamata Memorial Church, Nyange Secondary School --
where youth resisted dividing themselves into different ethnic groupings in 1997, and who are
memorialized as heroes
INEZA Craft Cooperative of HIV+ Women (many survivors of the 1994 Genocide) H.R. Capitalism
Gacacas (appeal cases for Category | offenders) in the Gikondo and Kimisagara Sectors of Kigali



e “Di f f e¥f dance giese” by GYC Alumni Rebecca Davis and
AMIZERO Dance Co. (www.rebeccadavisdance.com)

e Volunteered' in Kigali for 4 days with the organizations with whom we conducted observation visits: AIPRODHO,
FACT, COPORWA, CIlI MS, anRedge s\inlglaadNé. Ma@ame i d fNi rharyye h
winning proposal (awarded 1-9-2010) to work with UNHCR-served refugees in Rwanda

e Held an Alumni Event, discussed next steps for advocacy involving Alumni, and the recent success of LGBT
advocacy in Rwanda’

! Many Rwandan participants decided to volunteer alongside the US based volunteers during these four days.
’See the 2009 Summer Program Report, available on the GYC
involvement in this LGBT advocacy. The Article in the penal code criminalizing homosexuality was dismissed in December 2009.






